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COURSE NO. 10.V17.JUSTICE.A

SERVING JUSTICE-INVOLVED VETERANS CONFERENCE

December 2, 2009

Doubletree Hotel Austin

Purpose

This program brought together organizations that work with veterans who have come in contact with the criminal justice system. Participants learned about existing and new VA initiatives to serve justice-involved veterans through jail diversion, community re-entry, housing, mental health, and employment services. Special attention focused on ‘best practices’ demonstrating collaborative efforts between the VA and local entities.

Target Audience

Veterans Administration mental health providers throughout Texas; organizations serving veterans who have been incarcerated.

Continuing Education

	In order to receive a certificate of attendance for 6 hours of credit, participants were required to attend 100% of the program and complete an evaluation form. It is the program participant's responsibility to ensure that this training is documented in the appropriate location according to his/her locally prescribed process.




Program

Wednesday, December 2nd, 2009

Welcome and Introduction

Dr. Steve Holliday

Opening Remarks

Dee Wilson, TCOOMMI

Keynote Speaker, Veteran’s Court in Buffalo, New York (presentation)
Judge Russell

TexVet Initiative (Presentation part 1, part 2)
Michael Duck-Lombardo

Veterans Panel

Moderator: 

Michael Duck-Lombardo

Panelists:  

David Lee Brown Jr.

Marc Harris

Charles Morgan

James Roberts

VISN 16 Panel

· Development of Veterans’ Court 

    Judge Marc Carter, Loretta A. Coonan, Andrea Stolar, MD

· Tulsa Veterans’ Court (MOU attachment)
 Dowanna Wright

· Justice-Involved Veterans Projects Update

David Sands 
Mary Covington

Monalisa Jiles

VISN 17 Panel

· Collaboration between CTVHCS, Waco and HOTRMHMR in Justice Outreach
Dr. Wayne Gregory, Tom Thomas, Kristy Lohr and Bruce Findlay

· Collaboration between VA & the Veteran Intervention Project
Maria Canchola, Dr. Steven Eilers, Karen Janda and  Bruce Elfant 

Tom Thomas

Trauma Informed Care

· Jail Diversion and Trauma Recovery

Aaron Diaz and Isaac Martinez, Ph.D.

· Behavioral Health Initiatives for Returning Veterans and their Families

Sam Shore, Department of State Health Services
Break

VISN 18 Panel

· Implementation of Veterans’ Court (Presentation)
Dr. Lori Highberger

Danica Bogicevic

VA Incarcerated Veterans Program

Jim McGuire

Sean Clark

Concluding Remarks

Dr. Steve Holliday

Adjourn

Judge Russell Bio
Judge Robert Russell was first elected in 1991 as Associate Judge for Buffalo City Court and since 2002, serves by appointment, as an Acting Erie County Court Judge. In December 1995, He began Buffalo’s Drug Treatment Court and continues to serve as its Presiding Judge. 

In December 2002, in addition to his drug court responsibilities, he established and began serving over Buffalo’s Mental Health Treatment Court. This was the first such Court of this kind in the Eighth Judicial District and he oversees 200 cases involving individuals diagnosed as severely and persistently mentally ill.  The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI), an advocacy organization for the mentally ill, has awarded Judge Russell the Nancy D. Smith Memoriam Award, and similarly, the Mental Health Association of Erie County has bestowed Judge Russell with the Professional Service Award. 

In January of 2008, he began presiding over the Veterans Treatment Court Track, in collaboration with Buffalo VA Hospital, Western New York Veterans Project Network, and with a host of volunteers veterans that serves as Mentors. 

Judge Russell is the Past Chairman of the Board of Directors of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, Inc., located in Alexandria, Virginia and the Past President of the New York State Association of Drug Treatment Court Professionals, Inc. He is the recipient of the Erie County Bar Association’s, Award of Merit, and the New York State Bar Association, Award for Outstanding Judicial Contribution. 

Judge Russell is a graduate of Howard University School of Law in Washington, DC.
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